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Background on Justice40

WHAT is Justice40?

President Biden’s Jan 2021 EO14008: Tackling Climate 
Change at Home and Abroad created the government-
wide Justice40 Initiative, establishing the goal that at 
least 40% of the benefits of certain federal 
investments flow to disadvantaged communities.

WHY Justice40?

Justice40 aims to address decades of systemic 
inequitable historical policies and underinvestment in 
disadvantaged communities. The initiative aims to bring 
resources to communities most impacted by climate 
change, pollution, and environmental hazards.

What Justice40 means for the US Department of Transportation (USDOT)
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the Inflation Reduction Act represent once-in-a-generation investment in infrastructure, climate resilience, and 
innovation. Justice40 allows USDOT to identify opportunities and prioritize projects that benefit rural, suburban, tribal, and urban communities facing barriers 
to affordable, equitable, reliable, and safe transportation. DOT will also assess the negative impacts of transportation projects and systems on disadvantaged 
communities and will consider if local community leaders have been consulted in a meaningful way during the project’s development.
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How does the Disadvantaged Community Index work?
The Disadvantaged Community Index is the basis for identification of transportation disadvantaged communities within the ETC. The 
methodology is based on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Environmental Justice Index (EJI) with the addition of 
transportation and climate and disaster risk components.

How does the Disadvantaged Community Index Work?
Each of the five components contains indicators. Each indicator has a set of variables that are calculated to eventually provide an 
overall score and a final ranking. 
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A census tract will be considered disadvantaged if the overall index score places it in the 65th percentile (or higher) of 
all US census tracts. The 65th percentile cutoff was chosen to be consistent with other tools that measure disadvantage 
including CEJST.
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